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YES Hosts Statewide Youth Justice Advisory Board
Retreat and Prepares for an Exciting Summer

YES, along with several representatives
from our statewide network of Youth
Justice Advisory Boards (YJABs),
gathered at Seven Springs for a spring
retreat. This convening was the first time
the statewide network hosted a program
in Western Pennsylvania. As the host
organization, YES played a key role in
creating a memorable and enjoyable
experience for attendees. The Friday
through Sunday retreat was one for the
books. Many students skied for the first
time, swam, played arcade games, and

enjoyed the state-of-the-art resort amenties and features.

This impactful event was planned by Keysla Rodriguez of Pennsylvania Commission
on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) and funded by Teresa Wilcox, executive of
PCCD. Dr. Rebecca Cunningham served as the facilitator for many of the youth-led
sessions. During this convening, students received mentor certifications from
Mentoring Partnerships of Southwestern PA (MPSWPA), engaged in building a
toolkit that would be used to onboard other YJABs, and shared best practices on
how to sustain the youth-led advisory boards.  

YES' program participation was led by our Violence Prevention Coordinator, Brianna
Kline-Costa Chavez, a former YES student providing innovative and creative ways to
engage young people in leadership development and community change making.
YES presented a poster detailing their youth-led capacity building efforts to advance
local violence prevention initatives. One of the most exciting weekend outcomes
was the youth-directed strategic plan charting the important youth engagement
opportunities forthcoming.

https://www.youthenrichmentservices.org/


YES' Teen Council cabinet members facilitated the future thinking activities. These
young people engaged their peers in conversations around the following questions:
What do young people see as important? How do young people see their programs
evolving and being effective? These conversations were especially useful given the
new program iterations quickly approaching.

YES’ Teen Council Leadership includes the following individuals: Senior President -
Manny Arrington, Junior President - Trevon Goggins, Vice President - Cezia Lee,
Secretary - Amira Bogan, and Treasurer - Junya Dorsey. 

These cabinet members were joined alongside William Sheffield, Cameron Jones,
Jovaun Hargrove, Zai’mere Harrison, Ramin Hussaini, Ke’area Sanders, Sha’niya
Luckey, and Regina Grant, all of whom also provided valuable insight.

A special recognition goes to our Teen Council senior members, Cameron Jones
and William Sheffield, who have received multiple college acceptances, including
the University of Pittsburgh, University of Maryland Baltimore County, and
Pennsylvania State University.

In the coming months, YES is hosting YJAB students at YES' Teen Violence
Symposium at the University of Pittsburgh, July 6th-8th. In addition to this
opportunity, several youth are planning to attend a cultural excursion opportunity in
Chicago, August 1-3, based on their summer employment and enrichment
performances through Learn and Earn. Applications are now open.

YES is also currently hosting its Fun, Fitness, Involving Sports and Health (FFISH)
program - where young people participate in sports and wellness curriculum. The

https://learnandearn.jobs4summer.org/


next program cycle will take place in the summer, given the current waitlist. FFISH is
the most exciting program YES is conducting at this time where youth as young as
five years old engage with certified coaches in gymnastic, swimming, basketball,
boxing, tumbling. This eight-week cohort will finish up late May and will begin in
June. Stay tuned for more connection opportunities.

Until next time, 

Dennis Jones, PhD

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Learn and Earn Application is Now Live
YES is excited to be kicking off its 11th year of
Learn and Earn programming this summer! Learn
& Earn, a $4.5 million summer youth employment
program delivered by Allegheny County, the City
of Pittsburgh, and Partner4Work, aims to set
young people on the path to a successful future
through a 6-week, paid summer employment
program. Young people spend at least 20 hours
per week at a worksite and receive professional
development coaching, as well as conducting
academic research to be presented to the
community at the end of summer Symposium at
Heinz History Center on August 6th.

If you are interested in hosting student workers and providing them with a
meaningful summer work experience, please complete our worksite survey.
Additionally, please share our student recruitment flyer with your networks!

YES' YJAB Youth Lead State-Wide Convening

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCxBXMxT8xLJR-ZQaezBfQKr0C9IKJwMAVPinIn49Wk7a6HA/viewform


This month, YES’ Teen Council participated in an inspiring and productive three-day
Youth Justice Advisory Board (YJAB) Spring Convening at Seven Springs Resort
from March 14th to 16th, 2025. The retreat brought some of our Teen Council
members, as well as WeSpeak's YJABs in Philadelphia, Lehigh County YJAB, and
Amachi Pittsburgh's YJAB, together for a weekend of brainstorming, leadership
development, and teamwork. The retreat was an excellent opportunity for
participants to bond, share ideas, reflect on their contributions, and work towards
empowerment, community change, and youth justice.

The retreat began with team building and introductions on
day one. Teen Council began with an activity of
appreciation in which each participant wrote positive things
about their colleagues to build relationship, connection,
and appreciation. Amachi hosted a unique "If You Knew
Me, You Would Know That" game that required individuals
to make personal statements that would bring about a
higher level of understanding within the group. WeSpeak
engaged in a physically active, strategic game in which the
group worked together to sustain an object in the air
alphabetically. Lehigh County YJAB engaged in a chain
game designed to foster group bonding. After these activities, the group relaxed and
enjoyed the Seven Springs Resort.

The second day saw the group engaging in more
team working and skill building. The YJAB groups
presented their accomplishments, objectives, and
mission statements in a gallery walk. This allowed
guests and other participants to see the incredible
work that had been accomplished by Pennsylvania
youth leaders. This was followed by the participants
attending another set of workshops. The
participants together held a toolkit development



session where they designed resources for
upcoming YJABs and enhanced their ability to keep
youth-led movements going. At the Youth Power
presentations, the participants were educated on
how to use their voices for social action, while the
mentoring workshop enlightened them on how to be
good mentors in their communities. Later, the group
had a collage-making session as a symbol of their
shared vision for the future of youth justice. After
the day's workshops, the participants spent some
free time at the resort's swimming pool and arcade,
relaxing and mingling.

The final day was spent on long-term planning and
the future of YJABs at the national level. PCCD
members organized a wrap-up session during
which the team collaborated to produce a roadmap
for the development of a national YJAB network,
connecting youth justice boards across the country.
This energizing session set the stage for future
collaboration, allowing youth leaders to unite and
advocate for justice on a national level. After last
presentations, the team shared a warm farewell,
recalling the things they had learned, the
friendships they had made, and the work ahead.

The 2025 YJAB Spring Conveining was undeniably a
success. Teen Council and its YJAB partners left
Seven Springs rejuvenated, inspired, with the tools
and connections needed to carry on their work for
youth empowerment and justice. The retreat not only
reaffirmed the existing relationships between the
groups but also set the stage for an even more
unified and successful movement in the future. As
our Teen Council continues to grow, they remain
dedicated to empowering youth voices and
advocating for positive change in their communities.

The journey to justice and equality continues, and Teen Council is ready to lead the
charge!

GENERAL YES UPDATES

Brianna Kline-Costa Chavez, a YES Success Story

Back in 2019, Brianna was a Pittsburgh Public Schools
student and participant of YES. YES assisted her in
navigating the college application process and helped
her to secure a full scholarship to Temple University.
Four years later, she graduated summa cum laude with
a degree in Political Science. After serving as a Teach



for America Corps Member, Brianna returned to
Pittsburgh and rejoined YES – this time as the Violence
Prevention Coordinator. In this position, she has the
privilege of working with YES’ Teen Council, the
Collective Impact Violence Prevention Partnership, and
Fun Fitness Involving Sports Health (FFISH) program.
Most recently, she was awarded a full-ride to graduate
school to study public policy and better equip herself to
serve her community! Welcome back to the YES
community, Brianna.

The Power of She: Recognizing Women's Impact
Meiloni Erickson
The women I would love to acknowledge for Women's History
Month are my grandmother, mother, and sister. These three
woman are the pillars of my family and my life. In different ways,
they supported and nurtured our families growth over the
decades while overcoming hardships and personal struggles.
They all taught me to keep pushing through the hard times and
to celebrate your wins. Without their love and support, I would

not be the woman I am today, and I hope to carry the family legacy of strength and
determination on with my own daughter.

Danielle Stewart
For Women’s Month, I want to honor my mother and grandmother.
They both were exceptional women. They didn’t just raise their own
children—they poured love, wisdom, and strength into so many
others. Their impact stretched far beyond our family, shaping lives
in ways that still inspire me today.

Lori Crawford
When I think about women I think about their kindness. When I
was 4 years old and living in Germany, my mother was
hospitalized with pneumonia and my dad was deployed in Bosnia,
leaving my sister and I without caregivers in a country where we
didn’t speak much of the language. My kindergarten teacher, Mrs.
Griswell, took us in without question and gave us somewhere
safe to stay while my mother was hospitalized. Her kindness was

the first of many times in my life a woman rose to meet the needs of others and
whose presence brought peace to a time that otherwise could have been very
difficult. I try to be a source of kindness in the lives of those around me just as Mrs.
Griswell and others have done for me.

Deanna Sinex
When I think of women’s history month I think of all hidden figures
who broke glass ceilings so that others could stand. These individuals
have paved the way for me and I am forever grateful for their selfless
sacrifices and fortitude.

YES and Clemson University Partner for Service Trip



On March 19th, 11 Clemson University students from FCA Clemson (a student-led
on-campus ministry) spent the day at YES putting their minds and muscles to work
as a part of their Service Spring Break. Traveling by school bus, these students
spent 3 days in Pittsburgh, working with Northway, Kingsley Center, Bible Center
before spending their final day in the ‘Burgh with YES. From computer maintenance
to organizational support, no job was too big or too small for these young people,
and YES could not be more grateful. On top of their hard work, they were genuinely
fun to be around! Please take a moment to visit their website to learn more about
their organization and purpose, here.

YES deeply appreciates your continued support and investment. If you have an
interest in donating to YES please send your contributions to the YES Office at 6031
Broad Suite 202, Pittsburgh, PA, 15206, or electronically via this link.

Visit Website Here | Thank you for your support!
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